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HONDURAS. 

Sanitary report from Utilla. 

Consulate of the United States, 

Utilla, Honduras, November 21, 1898. 
Sir : I have the honor to report the general health of this consular 
district to be good, that there is no sickness nor has there been any 
forthe last eight months, and on the Island of Utilla but 2 deaths, 1 
from cancer on face and the other from consumption. Even the children 
are healthy and are perfect specimens of health. It is largely due to 
the perfect drainage and cleanliness of the people. The water-closets 
are situated over the sea and all refuse matter is thrown into the sea and 
the currents carry it away. I do not believe you can find a cleaner or 
more healthy place in the States than this consular district. In fact, 
I don't see how it would or could be any more healthy than it is, and 
this means much for this island. 

I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 

Benjamin Johnston, 

United States Consul. 
Hon. Assistant Secretary op State. 

TURKESTAN. 

Plague in Samarcand. 

Consulate-General of the United States, 

St. Petersburg, November 17, 1898. 
Sir : I have the honor to transmit herewith an article translated from 
the "Novoe Vremia," concerning "Plague in Samarcand, Eussia." 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, W. E. Holloway, 

United States Consul- General. 
Hon. Assistant Secretary of State. 

[Inclosure No. 1.] 

BUBONIC PLAGUE IN SAMARCAND, RUSSIA. 

[Translated from the " Novoe Vremia."] 

Prince Alexander of Oldenburg, president of the commission for taking measures 
against plague, who, by order of His Imperial Majesty, issued October 12-24, visited 
Samarcand, reports as follows : 

" Having arrived at Samarcand October 26-November 7, the president of the com- 
mission found in the village of Anzob, where the plague was raging, that a hospital had 
been established and the locality was well guarded to keep the disease from spreading. 
The local doctors have found the disease to be bubonic plague. In order that a proper 
diagnosis of the disease might be made and necessary measures taken to eradicate the 
disease, Dr. Levin, who has studied the plague in India, has been sent there. In order to 
keep the disease from spreading to Turkestan and Bukhara, three lines of medical stations 
have been established, (1) one along the Amu-Daria River, (2) eight along the Trans- 
caspian Railroad, (3) three along the Persian coast. For the Bukhara Khanate two lines 
have been organized. Flying medical camps supervise these stations, as well as the 
whole of Bukhara, Khiva, Transcaspian, and Turkestan regions, in order to guarantee 
European Russia from this awful epidemic. The Transcaspian and Andizshan rail- 
roads, Krasnovodsk, the coast of the Caspian Sea, and Astrakhan are strictly watched, 



1495 December 16, 1898 

as well as the sanitary condition of the steamers and other vessels running on the Cas- 
pian Sea and the Amu-Daria River. In anticipation of the possible spreading of the 
disease, reserves of doctors and sisters of charity are being summoned in the principal 
cities of the empire, who mast be ready at a moment's notice to go wherever they are 
sent. These reserves exist in Astrakhan, Warsaw, Vilno, Ekaterinoslav, Kazan, Kieff, 
Moscow, Odessa, St. Petersburg, Sebastopol, Simpheropol, Tiflis, Tomsk, Tula, Kharkoff, 
and Jurieff. At present these reserves consist of 100 doctors and 80 sisters of charity ; 
subscriptions for those who desire to enlist is still carried on. All the means for inocu- 
lation according to Yersen's system are to be had in abundance ; also the remedies of 
Haffkin have been brought from India, and are being prepared in the Imperial Insti- 
tute of Experimental Medicine at St. Petersburg ; the doctors have been instructed to 
use the same as much as possible, and to publish them among the population. 

" From the first appearance of the disease, up to October 3-15, of the 357 inhabitants 
in Anzob, 219 died ; from October 3-15 to October 21-November 2, 19 fell ill and 14 
died ; in all, 14 are sick at present. During October 22 and 23-November 3 and 4, there 
have been no new cases. In the neighboring villages and other localities of Samarcand 
and Bukhara there have been no cases of that disease." 

W. R. Holloway, 

Cormil-General. 

St. Petebsbubg, November 17, 1898. 

Embassy op the United States, 

St. Petersburg, November 28, 1898. 
Sir : I have the honor to transmit to you herewith copies and trans- 
lations of a circular and table received from the foreign office on the 
20th instant, and of another circular received on the22d instant, all 
relating to the progress of the plague in the province of Samarcand and 
the khanate of Boukhara. 

I have the honor to be, etc., 

Herbert H. D. Peirce, 
Charge d? Affaires, ad interim. 
Hon. Secretary of State. 

[Inclosure No. 1. — Translation.] 

The commission instituted by supreme command to take measures for preventing and 
combatting the epidemic of the plague, announces that the malady seems to be on the 
decrease at Anzob. This locality continues to be kept in a state of isolation, and all 
communication with it has been stopped. In the villages neighboring to Anzob, that 
is to say, at Marzif, Pafkan, and Pendjakent, as well as in the other parts of the Pro- 
vince of Samarcand and the khanate of Boukhara, the sanitary condition is satisfactory. 
On the 5th of November there was brought to the hospital for men in Samarcand the 
peasant, Sabriel Savitch, coming from Merw, and whose malady, to judge from its 
symptoms, was suspicious. 

It appeared from the questions that were put to this individual that he had been ill 
for a considerable time. He had recently resided at Merw, and had arrived at Sam- 
arcand only a few days previously. By order of His Highness, Prince Alexander 
Petrovitch, of Oldenburg, the bacteriological doctors who had come from St. Peters- 
burg undertook, with the assistance of the resident doctors, a minute examination of 
the said Savitch and a careful microscopic examination of his blood, which presented a 
characteristic showing of an appreciable quantity of Plasmodium (specific microorgan- 
ism of marsh [malarial] fever) in the drops of blood. In a specially prepared report 
the doctors showed that the malady from which Savitch suffered is a very advanced 
form of marsh fever (malaria), having nothing in common with the malady which 
broke out at Anzob. The man died on the morning of November 6. An examination 
of the body of the deceased, operated upon by the commission, entirely confirmed this 
diagnosis. All rumors concerning any suspicious cases whatever are perfectly under 
control. Up to the present time, there have occurred no cases of this kind except that 
mentioned herein. 
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[Inclosure No. 2.— Translation.] 

Of the cases of plague occurring in Anzob from October 23 to November 4, 1898 (old 
style), there remained 14 sick persons on October 23. 
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a No change. 

In all the neighboring localities, as well as in the rest of the empire, the sanitary 
condition is satisfactory. 

[Inclosure No. 3.— Notice.] 

Ministry op Foreign Affairs, 

First Department No. 4938, 
St. Petersburg, November 11 [24], 1898. 
The imperial ministry of foreign affairs has the honor of informing the embassy of the 
United States that, according to the latest advices of the competent administration there 
have been no new cases of plague at Anzob, and that the sanitary condition of the 
neighboring localities is satisfactory. 
To the Embassy of the United States. 



FOREIGN STATISTICAL REPORTS. 

Africa — Lorenzo Marques. — Month of April, 1898. Estimated popu- 
lation, 5,000. Total number of deaths, 46. No contagious diseases 
reported. 

Australia — Brisbane. — Month of October, 1898. Estimated popu- 
lation, 105,734. Total number of deaths, 131, including diphtheria, 3; 
measles, 11 ; scarlet fever, 18, and 1 from whooping cough. 

Bermuda. — Two weeks ended December 2, 1898. Estimated popu- 
lation, 15,013. No deaths. One case of enteric fever. 

France — Nice. — Month of October, 1898. Estimated population, 
108,227. Total number of deaths, 215, including diphtheria, 1 ; enteric 
fever, 46 ; whooping cough, 1, and 15 from phthisis pulmonalis. 

Great Britain — England and Wales. — The deaths registered in 33 
great towns in England and Wales during the week ended November 26 
correspond to an annual rate of 17.4 a thousand of the aggregate popu- 
lation, which is estimated at 11,218,378. The highest rate was recorded 
in Wolverhampton, viz, 26.1, and the lowest in Croydon, viz, 11.3. 

London. — One thousand four hundred and thirty-nine deaths were regis- 
tered during the week, including measles, 24 ; scarlet fever, 7 ; diph- 
theria, 38; whooping cough, 16; enteric fever, 33, and diarrhea and 
dysentery, 6. The deaths from all causes correspond to an annual rate 



